
 

 

 
Full School Reopening 

 
16th July 2020 

 
Dear Families, 
 
I hope this letter finds you safe and well. The past three months have been challenging for us all in different 
ways, but I am delighted to be able to say that we can now look forward to September and a return to school 
life for everyone. Whilst this will still look and feel a little bit different, it is the School and Government’s desire 
to fully reopen for all our pupils on Monday 7th September 2020. 
 
In line with the DfE Guidance we will have measures in place to keep everyone safe whilst re-building routines 
and creating a new ‘normal’. The following measures will be in place and we would appreciate your support in 
sharing and talking about these with your child(ren). 

 All adults, including parents at drop-off and collection, will need to remain 1meter plus apart. 

 Children will only be allowed to mix with children in their class, this will be known as a ‘bubble’ and 

will contain a maximum of 30 children, 1 teacher and 1 teaching assistant  

 Bubbles will have staggered drop-off and collection times. These will be advised in a separate Parent 

Mail.  

 Break times and lunchtimes will be staggered by ‘bubble’ and play equipment will be limited. 

 Regular and thorough hand washing will be in place with good respiratory hygiene promoted.  

 The school will ensure more frequent and enhanced cleaning of regularly touched surfaces. 

 The sharing of equipment, including taking home of books, will be limited and controlled. 

 Children will not need to bring any equipment or book bags to school. All stationery will be provided 

to ensure no cross-contamination.  

 Children will need to bring, and keep, their PE kit in school.  

 Children will need to bring a water bottle, but this cannot be re-filled in school. We recommend 

another drinks bottle for lunch.   

 There will be no hot lunches. Key Stage 1 meals, free school meals and those ordered through the 

office will be a packed lunch, freshly made and delivered to the school each day.  

 Our new Reception intake will have a longer transition period than usual, and this will take place in 

September rather than in the Summer term. Further details of this will be sent out separately.  

 Breakfast and After School Club will still operate but with a strict booking system. Children will have 

to remain in their ‘bubbles’ with limited toys and equipment available.  

 Adults in school will try wherever possible to keep 2m away from children. 

 Pupils will be seated differently, and group work will be limited. 

 Some curriculum areas may be taught less as we focus on key skills in Maths and English to ensure 

children are confident and secure in any missed learning.  

 Sadly, we will not be able to offer any extra-curricular activities or clubs. 

 Children will be expected to wear normal school uniform. 

  



 

 

 
In school we will be reviewing key policies such as our behaviour plan to ensure it reflects the new 
expectations as well as ensuring we have a contingency plan in the event of any local lockdown or positive test 
result. All these measures will remain in place throughout the Autumn term. 
 
Please can I take this opportunity to make you aware of the Government’s guidelines for attendance in 
September. Attendance from the Autumn term is compulsory with full engagement in school life expected. As 
staff we will plan as much as possible to ensure the transition back into school is as smooth as possible. We 
fully appreciate there will be anxious feelings around this, but we will have a strong system of support for all 
children to help address these concerns.  
 
The most important thing as we move towards this new normal will be communication. As a school we will do 
our upmost to keep up to date with the latest guidance and ensure we are doing all we can to make West 
Buckland happy, safe and Covid free. We will need your full cooperation with this. If you have any concerns, 
worries, questions or information please do not hesitate to contact us by emailing or phoning the school office 
in the usual manner. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Cameron Mann (Headteacher) 
 

 


