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Upper KS2 Curriculum

Intent

West Buckland Primary School and Nursery aims to provide a curriculum that is engaging, balanced and relevant. We want children to
participate and not spectate; learning beyond their own experiences and applying their new found skills and knowledge. Our Curriculum is
knowledge rich with vocabulary acquisition at its heart. All subjects are carefully planned to ensure coverage of key content and knowledge
that develops through the children’s time in the school. We have mapped the key learning in each subject to ensure there is a logical and
progressive approach to teaching. We operate a two-year rolling program for our Foundation subjects.

Our Curriculum, alongside our teaching and learning, is based upon the Cognitive Load Theory. Our approach is to ensure the working memory
is able to process information and that learning is then stored in the long-term memory. Staff are aware of over-loading children with
information and knowledge and instead focus on building schemas and ensuring understanding is gained and retained. We teach subjects as
standalone and make cross-curricular links where relevant to deepen meaning. Underpinning our Curriculum work is the practice of Retrieval —
children are given a range of opportunities and activities to recall key vocabulary from their learning to help develop their memory and build
schemas. Through our knowledge-based Curriculum, our children develop in a variety of ways. Procedural knowledge is developed through
skills — children knowing the process and working through it. Substantive knowledge is about developing a set of facts — this is where key words
and dates come in and are used to spark a conversation and make links. These two combined develop Hinterland knowledge — the ability to be
able to elaborate, embellish and discuss drawing on a range of facts, links and understanding. All of this then develops Core knowledge and it is
this aspect that is retained in the long-term memory — what can be recalled at a later date?



Implementation
The knowledge aspect of our Curriculum comes through the key vocabulary for each topic/subject which can be seen in the table below.
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The skills element to our Curriculum is a seven-year journey covering 20 core skills. These skills are evident through each topic we deliver and
are developed in every year group. These can be seen on our graphic below.
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Impact

The impact of our curriculum is children being able to use and explain their newly understood vocabulary in context. Each topic will end with a
discussion about what children have now learnt, how this fits to previous and future learning and if all their questions and lines of enquiry have
been answered. Skills are developed throughout the year, across subjects and over a child primary school journey. These skills will be key to
accessing and succeeding within a topic, but also developing a life-long love of learning and desire to practice. These skills will often be used to
produce a final piece or outcome. Our curriculum is monitored by the SLT through pupil voice, learning walks, book looks and lesson
observations. The newly acquired knowledge sticks with children when it is learnt in a fun and engaging manner; children are immersed
through the use of working walls, quizzes and practical activities. As well as knowledge and vocabulary acquisition, children develop a sense of
self, belonging and community through our school values. We develop the whole, all round, child to actively contribute to the wider world.
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